
Toby Massey
March 8, 1934 - August 21, 2014

Toby Massey, a photographer and photo editor who directed coverage of
presidents and political conventions as well as natural disasters, the space
program and sporting events during a 38-year career with The Associated
Press, died Thursday. He was 80. 

 Massey died at home in Columbia, South Carolina, where he had moved this
year after experiencing heart trouble, said his daughter, Christine Massey
McNeill, who lived with him. 

 Massey joined the AP bureau in Miami in 1966. He became the AP's photo
editor in Atlanta in 1970 and transferred to Washington two years later. From
1977 to 1991 he was assistant bureau chief for photos for the Washington
bureau and then was regional photo coordinator for the southeastern U.S. He
retired in 2004. 

 As a photographer for the news service, Massey made pictures of boxer
Muhammad Ali, civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. and President Richard
Nixon, among many other notables. He also photographed historic events
such as King's funeral in 1968 and Earth Day activities in 1970. 

 "An AP photographer must have ingenuity," Massey said during an oral history
for the news service in 2007. When a photographer covering a hurricane was
running out of fuel and couldn't find an open gas station, he rented a car and
drove it to an area with power to transmit his photos — an example, Massey
said, of "taking a bad situation and making it into a good situation." 

 News photographers often found that taking pictures was easier than getting



them to newspapers and other news media. Massey had a knack for working
out logistical challenges — technical and human — that stood in the way of
developing film and delivering images under deadline. Sometimes that meant
turning bathrooms into darkrooms and arranging for someone on a riverbank
to catch a roll of film from a passing boat. 

 "Toby was one of the pioneers of moving pictures out of Third World
countries," said photographer Ron Edmonds, who worked with Massey in the
AP's Washington bureau. "He was a master of going in and making friends
with people, getting transmission lines and working behind the scenes to get
things set up." 

 When Nixon visited the Soviet Union in 1974, Massey led the AP's photo crew
and dealt with the complex challenges of getting photos to AP members. In
the Soviet city of Yalta, Massey alerted the New York photo department that a
photograph of the president was ready to be transmitted across the Soviet
Union via special landline to Frankfurt, Germany, then to a leased satellite and
on to AP headquarters in New York City. 

 Massey oversaw planning for photo coverage during political conventions and
presidential inaugurations and was deeply involved in the news service's
transition to the digital age. On a typical day in 1989 the Washington photo
operation transmitted as many as 40 photos. The days surrounding George
H.W. Bush's inauguration produced more than 900 photos from nearly 400
rolls of film. By then photographers seldom made prints, having moved to an
electronic darkroom. 

 "Other than being a first-class photo editor who edited film in Washington, and
many primitive darkrooms around the world, Toby was instrumental in helping
AP members move into the digital age with photos," said a longtime AP
colleague, Robert Daugherty. "He traveled the country training member
newspaper staffs on AP's new digital technology. Until the day he retired, he
was receiving help calls from AP members he had befriended earlier." 

 Survivors include his six children, Christine McNeill and husband Steve, Rick
Massey and wife Kim, Bob Massey, Howard R. Massey II, Dean Massey and



William Joseph Massey and wife Ona; 11 Grandchildren; 2 Great
grandchildren. 
The family will receive friends 5:00 PM-6:00 PM Saturday, September 6, 2014
at Pierce Funeral Home, 9609 Center St., Manassas, VA where a memorial
service will be held at 6:00PM with Pastor Paul Rivera officiating.
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Jerry & Barbara Ross & family - September 05, 2014 at 12:38
PM

Jerry & Barbara Ross & family purchased the Be
autiful in Blue for the family of Toby Massey.

September 04, 2014 at 09:47 AM

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for
the family of Toby Massey.

September 02, 2014 at 07:35 PM

Sacred Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Toby Massey.
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Ursula - August 31, 2014 at 08:00 PM

To the Family of Toby Massey, 
  

I am sorry for your loss. May you be comforted by the thought that
God will one day completely rid the earth of death and all that have
died will be brought back to life-Isaiah 25:8 and John 5: 28,29. To
learn more about the wonderful things God will do in the future,
please visit www.jw.org. 

  
Sincerely, 

  
UH

Bob Massey - August 29, 2014 at 04:22 PM

3 files added to the album Dad
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