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DOCTOR ROBERT HALDANE SYME, JR., age 87 of Alexandria, Virginia
passed away peacefully on Monday, June 8, 2009 at Alexandria Hospital
where he practiced for 44 years. 

He was born December 17, 1921 in Rock Springs, Wyoming, the beloved son
of the late Robert Haldane Syme and Janet McKinley Love. He graduated
from the University of Wyoming and George Washington University Medical
School. He met and later married Suzanne Burgess in 1946 while attending
medical school. They had one son, Robert Haldane Syme III. Dr. Syme
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and served 2 ' years in San Angelo, Texas. In
1953, he moved to Virginia and one year later opened his own OB-GYN
practice. After 44 years of practicing medicine and having delivered over
6,000 babies, he retired in 1997. He loved welcoming new life into this world.
Bob was a faithful member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
where he served in many church positions throughout his lifetime. While
serving in the Washington DC Temple, he met Suzi Darden Arnold. They
married on February 14, 1995 and continued to serve in the Temple until his
death. One of his greatest joys was his labor of love as Bishop of the Colonial
Ward in Alexandria, Virginia. In 2001, at age 79 he was called with his wife,



Suzi as an LDS Medical missionary in Ukraine for 18 months. Bob was a
gentle and kind man who loved being surrounded by family and friends. He
will be deeply missed. 

 

He is preceded in death by his wife Suzanne Burgess Syme and two sisters
Janet Louise Hoffman and Margaret Evelyn Johnson. 

 

Survivors include his wife Suzi Syme, Alexandria, VA; his son Robert Haldane
Syme III, Virginia Beach, VA; and his two stepchildren Vicki Lee Vargason and
Hugh Leon Arnold, Boise, ID. 

 

The family will greet friends from 11:00 to 11:45 AM on Wednesday, June 10,
2009 at the Mount Vernon Virginia Stake Center of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6219 Villa Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22310 where
funeral services will be held at 12:00 Noon Wednesday. Everyone is welcome
to join us to celebrate Bob's life. Interment will be at The Darden Family
Cemetery in Mapleton, North Carolina. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests contributions be made to the
Humanitarian Aid Fund of the Above named church, c/o Bishop Herbert
Riggs, 3232 South 28th Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302. Arrangements by
Pierce Funeral Home, Manassas, Virginia. 

 

Condolences may be sent to www.piercefh.com.
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Tom and Adele Knott - March 29, 2013 at 02:02 PM

We were very saddened to read about Dr. Syme's passing. He
delivered 7 beautiful daughters to us and held our hand thru two
miscarriages. He was always so strong and patient and kind. I still
have the star he put on my forehead after the birth of our 7th
daughter, nearly 39 years ago! 

  
Blessings to you all. Tom and Adele Knott

George, Samantha, Marissa and James - March 29, 2013 at 02:02 PM

We loved Uncle Bob and will greatly miss him. Our thoughts,
prayers and love are with you Aunt Suzy.

Denise Darden - March 29, 2013 at 02:02 PM

Aunt Suzi I am so sorry for your loss. You are all in my thoughts and
prayers. Uncle Bob was a very special loving and caring man.

Sue Schnebly Smyser - March 29, 2013 at 02:02 PM

You are in my thoughts and prayers
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Lisa, John DelosAngeles and Family - March 29, 2013 at 02:02 PM

Dear Suzi, 
 We are so very sorry we could not attend the funeral due to family

crisis. He was a great Man and I'm so glad you found him and he
found you. I want to come and see you as soon as your up to it. 

 Love, 
 The DelosAngeles Family

June 09, 2009 at 12:00 AM

He will always be remembered as you share the stories and the
memories of how he lived his life 

 and how very much he meant, may you find comfort...And,
throughout this difficult time, may you also know the deep sympathy
and concern that is felt for you and all your family. I have fought the
fine fight, I have run the course to the finish, I have observed the
faith.-2Timothy 4:7. As for me, I will lie down that I may sleep; I shall
certainly awake, for Jehovah himself keeps supporting me. -Psalms
3:5


