Richard "Buck" Alan Buckner

November 2, 1939 - July 22, 2021
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Richard Alan Buckner, “Buck” of Gainesville, Virginia passed away on July 22,
2021 at the age of 81. He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Patricia (Trish),
his daughter Elizabeth Buckner-Yordy (Chris), son, Rich Jr., and daughter Ann
Marie Stulik (Ken), grandchildren Stephen, Allison, Amanda, Tori, Morgan,
Lauren, Alexander, Tyler, Nicole, Clare and Eli and 6 great grandchildren and
another on the way. He is also survived by his younger brother LTC (ret) Roy
Charles Buckner, of St. Augustine, Florida.

Buck was born on 2 November 1939 to Lawrence and Elizabeth Buckner of
the Bronx in New York City. Buck’s father passed away at a young age and he
and his brothers, Bob and Roy, were raised by their mother. All three brothers
graduated from the United States Military Academy in West Point, New York.
While at West Point, Buck played intercollegiate football and lacrosse. After
the 1961 lacrosse season, he was selected as a first team All-American
defenseman.

Upon graduating in 1961, Buck married Trish, his high school sweetheart, and
commenced thirty years of service in the United States Army. His service
included 2 tours in Vietnam and ended with Buck being the military attaché in
Budapest, Hungary and then Prague, Czechoslovakia before the fall of the
Iron Curtain. Buck retired as a full Colonel and worked for the Aerospace
Corporation in Virginia until his retirement in 2005. Buck was a natural leader



and was known as a man of principle and a true American patriot. He was a
role model and trusted friend who was widely respected.

In his retirement years, Buck and Trish continued their world travels and tried
to keep up with their growing family. Up until a couple years ago Buck played
handball at the Pentagon twice a week. Eventually the effects of
intercollegiate sports, jumping out of airplanes and a very physically active life
took its toll on his body and he had to very reluctantly “retire” from his handball
career.

Finally, his proudest legacy, his biggest pride and joy, "PopPop" left behind
eleven wonderful grandchildren. Each grandchild had a unique relationship
with him and he had a wonderful way of knowing everything that was going on
in their lives and having conversations with each of them. No detail was too
small. He celebrated their accomplishments and interests. He was
compassionate when it came to their struggles and disappointments. Buck’s
grandchildren knew they were loved beyond measure and will surely miss
their PopPop.

A celebration of life gathering will be held on 1 August 2021 from 2 - 5pm in
Gainesville, VA. Interment will be at West Point in a private service at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers, please celebrate your health and happiness by giving your
kids and grandkids a hug.



Tribute Wall

Back in 1984, Col Buckner came to the rescue of my Toys for Tots
Campaign at the new Defense Intelligence Agency’s Headquarters
at Bolling AFB! | was hitting a brick wall with building management
about placing collection boxes around the building. Col. Buckner
heard of this trouble and fixed so Toys for Tots would become an
annual joyful event each year there after! A fine officer and
gentleman—God bless his dear family. Sincerely, Craig Day DB-4D

Craig Day - September 01, 2021 at 09:17 PM
So sorry to hear of Buck's passing. | have fond memories of Him
and Trish during our short time in Garmish. Our prayers and

sympathies go out to the entire family. Sincerely, Dick Kelly

Dick Kelly - August 05, 2021 at 07:19 PM

A truly first class officer and gentlemen whose smile was truly
effervescent.
Additionally, his sense of humor was most natural and enjoyable !!

Wade Williams - July 28, 2021 at 10:07 PM
So sorry to hear of his passing. My condolences to all of you. | feel
fortunate to have known him - he always had a smile and a
generous heart. God Bless your family.

Susie

susie - July 28, 2021 at 06:57 AM
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Miles Sharon and | send our condolences and sympathy to the Buckner

family.

Dick Miles - July 29, 2021 at 09:48 AM

God Bless "Buck" and all of his family.

Tom Fields - July 29, 2021 at 04:48 PM

The true 'officer and a gentleman’ Will miss you Buck.

Kevin Culhane - July 30, 2021 at 05:29 PM



