Judy Ann Curtis

January 2, 2024

Judy Ann Curtis, age 79, passed away at her long-time home in Manassas,
Virginia, Tuesday January 2, after a 2 year-long battle with ALS (Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis) - also known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease.

Judy Ann Armstrong was born on July 31st, 1944, in Madison, Wisconsin to
father, Roger Armstrong and mother, Evelyn Schuld. She grew up on her
family’s farm in Mattoon, lllinois where she would meet her future husband of
56 years, Gene Curtis, of Windsor, lllinois.

Having grown up on a farm, Judy was an incredibly resourceful and talented
woman. Very intelligent, she harbored a life-long love of learning, which led
her to a 20-year career as an elementary school teacher, but also drew her
into many creative endeavors and activities. Artistic painting, decorating,
cooking, sewing, gardening, landscaping, traveling, the practice of Reiki and
Feng Shui were all activities she pursued, loved, and frequently excelled at.
She had a deep appreciation for the many beautiful things in life, like nature,
music, art, and culture. A prolific reader and educator, she instilled this love of
learning into her children — ensuring a college education for both.

After receiving her college degree from Eastern lllinois University in 1966, she
married her high-school sweetheart, Gene, and had their first child, Michelle
Lynn Curtis in Carbondale, lllinois. Shortly thereafter, the family moved to
Manassas Virginia where they have lived ever since — apart from a few brief
overseas stints. The family lived overseas in Athens, Greece, for about 3
years where their son, Shannon Ty Curtis, was born in 1973. After a brief



return to Manassas, the family then lived in a countryside cottage in England
for 3 years in the late 1970’s - further expanding their exposure to different
cultures. Judy always insisted on authentic experiences and culture and opted
not to live on military bases, but in the midst of the locals, while sending her
children to the local British schools.

Extremely outgoing, charismatic, and gregarious, she was not a forgettable
woman. Judy would converse with anyone as if she’d known them for years —
“no such thing as a stranger”. She was very generous, frequently donating to
charitable causes.

A financially savvy person, Judy began investing in real estate early in life and
eventually parleyed this into their own LLC with property holdings around their
beloved vacation home on Oak Island, North Carolina, which the family and
friends have been enjoying for 30 years. Wherever Judy lived, she developed
deep and lasting relationships with friends, with whom she was an
impassioned hostess for on innumerable occasions and events. Her parties
and get-togethers are unforgettable to many. This can only be attributed to her
incredible generosity, warmth, and fun-loving attitude towards life.

In summer of 2016, it was discovered that Judy had an advanced form of
breast cancer, and the prognosis was not good. But with the love of her family
and friends she endured the chemical and radiation therapies that would end
up saving her life. By 2018, with the help of incredible medical care, Judy had
been declared cancer free, and she was on the road to recovery and more
years with her friends and loved ones. But in summer 2022, after 8 months of
symptoms, Judy was diagnosed with the terminal disease ALS. The impact
she has had on people’s lives became quite evident in the immediate and
sustained outpouring of support from her network of friends and loved ones,
as they helped her navigate this final part of her life.

No question, Judy made an impression and impact on everyone she met —
from the hundreds of students that came through her classroom, the multitude
of lifelong friends she had developed, to her loving family who stayed by her
side through the end of her journey. We are all a little bit better and happier



people for having had her in our lives and she will never be forgotten by the
many whom she touched. We deeply grieve the loss of this truly one-of-a-kind
woman from our lives, but take comfort in her peaceful rest, and know that
she will always live on inside of us - through our cherished memories and the
impact that she had on us all.

Judy is survived by her ever-loving husband Gene, brother Todd Armstrong,
daughter Michelle Thompson, and son Shannon. Her ashes will be spread in
the two places she loved most: her home in Manassas, VA and her home on
Oak Island, NC. These each will be accompanied by a celebration of life - with
those details to be released (on this site) in the near future.

In lieu of sending flowers, the family would ask that any gifts would be in the

form of donations in Judy’s name to the ALS Association (please check the
box that says, "Dedicate my donation in honor or memory of someone").

Donations link: https://donate.als.org/give/314333/#!/donation/checkout



Tribute Wall

When my Alzheimer’s symptoms began to worsen forgetting
names, losing my way, and struggling with everyday tasks I felt
overwhelmed and frightened. Traditional medications offered limited
help, and | started to believe there was nothing more that could be
done. That’s when | discovered NaturePath Herbal Clinic.From the
very beginning, their approach felt different. The team took time to
listen, understand my symptoms, and tailor a natural herbal therapy
specifically for me. Within a few weeks, | began noticing changes
my thoughts felt clearer, | had fewer moments of confusion, and
even my mood improved. My family noticed the difference too.While
Alzheimer’s is still a part of my life, | finally feel like | have a sense
of control again. NaturePath didn’t just offer treatment they offered
hope, compassion, and genuine care. If you or a loved one is
navigating Alzheimer’s, | strongly recommend reaching out to them.
It could be the turning point for others [w ww.naturepathherbalclinic
.com]

Belinda - July 02, 2025 at 07:11 PM

ALS Formula treatment from Aknni herbs centre, It has made a
tremendous difference for me (Visit ww w. aknniherbscentre.c om). |
had improved walking balance, increased appetite, muscle strength,

cory melon - May 28, 2024 at 07:22 AM

Daisy Reynolds lit a candle in memory of ]

Judy Ann Curtis

Daisy Reynolds - May 11, 2024 at 09:21 PM



Today at Haydon Elementary we celebrated Judy’s life. Gene and
family,

Thank you for sharing your photos, the sweet poem, and beautiful
memories of such a wonderful person. | feel blessed to have worked
with Judy for many years at Haydon and known her as a friend.

It's clear she lives on in her children and grandchildren.

Judy, you are missed dearly. Thank you for being a part of my life.
Much love,

Daisy Reynolds

Daisy Reynolds - May 11, 2024 at 09:21 PM

| started out taking only Azilect, then Mirapex,and

then dopamine for my Parkinson disease, as the disease
progressed they didn’t help much. A year ago | started on PD
TREATMENT PROTOCOL from Aknni Herbs Centre (w w w.
aknniherbscentre .com). One month into the treatment, | made a
significant recovery, my symptoms were gone including tremors . It's
been months since | completed the treatment, | am symptom free
and | live a very productive life all thanks to Aknni herbs centre !!!

donna - April 09, 2024 at 01:07 PM



My first ALS symptom occurred in 2016, but was diagnosed in
2018. | had severe symptoms ranging from shortness of breath,
balance problems, couldn't walk without a walker or a power chair, i
had difficulty swallowing and fatigue. | was given medications which
helped but only for a short burst of time, then | decided to try
alternative measures and began on ALS Formula treatment from
Aknni herbs centre, It has made a tremendous difference for me
(Visit ww w. aknniherbscentre.c om). | had improved walking
balance, increased appetite, muscle strength, improved eyesight
and others.

Cory Meron - February 01, 2024 at 02:35 AM

Judy was one of those people you want to be around. At Haydon
Elementary, she was an enthusiastic teacher and faculty member.
Many memories of our Haydon years include Judy.

Pam Belch - January 24, 2024 at 11:49 AM

| taught with Judy for several years; and always enjoyed her wit and
outgoing personality. | still smile when | think of some of the stories
she told in the teachers' lounge - some of which made our music
teacher, Mr. Cooley blush (she got particular enjoyment out of that).
She was an outstanding teacher and a wonderful lady. My sincere
condolences to Judy's family during this very sad and difficult time.

Dale (Potts) Jepson - January 13, 2024 at 07:29 AM
Judy and | taught together at Haydon Elementary for many years.
Judy was always such a happy person. | send my sincere sympathy

to all of Judy’s family.

Beth Fini - January 11, 2024 at 02:27 PM



Lawrence and Shirley Annis, known friends since high school at
Mattoon, IL. Memories of great times we had together. We did some
crazy things together and enjoyed every minute of them. Prayers to
Gene her husband and their Family. She will be missed.

Larry Annis - January 09, 2024 at 11:12 PM



