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Joanne Maria Tuttle

January 20, 1940 - June 2, 2018

Joanne Maria Tuttle, age 78, of Gainesville, VA passed away Saturday, June
2, 2018 at the Novant Health Haymarket Medical Center after a 4-day battle
with viral pneumonia. A devoted wife, mother and grandmother, her sudden
passing was unexpected, and she will be sorely missed by her family and all
whose lives she touched.

She was born on January 20, 1940 in Newport, Rl the daughter of the late
Thomas and Viola (Gamage) Dawson. She graduated from Rogers High
School in 1957 and received a three-year scholarship at the Newport Hospital
School of Nursing, graduating in 1960 as an RN. She married her high school
sweetheart, Herbert M. Tuttle, also from Newport at St. Paul's Methodist
Church on May 30, 1960.

She worked as an RN at Newport Hospital for the next three years until her
husband graduated from the University of Rhode Island (URI) as a
Distinguished Military Graduate of the URI ROTC program and was
commissioned as a 2LT in the Regular Army (RA) and ordered to immediate
active duty.

For the next 20 years she moved with her husband and family to Ft. Bliss, TX,
Kaiserslautern West Germany, Fort Devens, MA; Portsmouth, Rl when CPT
Tuttle voluntarily served a one-year tour in Viet Nam. While he was away she



went back to work as an RN at Newport Hospital. Upon his return to the US
they moved to Ft. Holabird, MD; Munich then Stuttgart, West Germany where
she became a Girl Scout Troop Leader and later a trainer of Girl Scout leaders
in the greater Stuttgart area.

They returned to the US and spent 3 1/2 years at Ft. Campbell KY, home of
the 101st Airborne Division. While there she volunteered as a Red Cross
blood drive leader and remained a very active member of the Red cross Blood
mobile program for the rest of her life. Throughout Herb’s military career she
also was a very active member of Officers Wives Clubs, volunteering her time
and efforts for many functions and activities. She was a Red Cross Volunteer
throughout her Husband’s military career.

A final move brought Joanne and then MAJ Tuttle to Northern Virginia while
Herb was stationed at the Pentagon for seven years. Joanne went back to
work as an RN in Washington DC for three periodontist surgeons for 13 years
and another 15 as an RN for a oralmaxio surgical firm in Northern VA. They
moved to an over 55 active adult community at the Heritage Hunt Golf and
Country Club in Gainesville, VA. LTC Tuttle, who retired from military active
duty on June 30, 1984, was inducted into the URI ROTC Hall of Fame in
November 2017, with Joanne and their family in attendance. Her enduring
support as the wife of a career military officer showed her devotion to her
lifelong partner and love of her life.

Throughout the rest of her years she was a very active leader at Heritage
Hunt as the head of the knitting club; Co-chair of the Community Donations
Committee distributing over $140k to local charities and coordinating 16 Red
Cross Blood drives. The American Red Cross awarded Joanne their Volunteer
of the Year award for 2011-2012 in the Greater Chesapeake & Potomac Blood
Region for her tireless blood drive efforts. She had a broad nucleus of friends
throughout the 3100 residents at Heritage Hunt, many of whom have
expressed their shock and prayers at her sudden passing. She was also an



active singer with the Celebration Singers participating in shows throughout
Northern VA.

Survivors include her loving husband, LTC Herbert M. Tuttle USA (RET);
children, Lynn Wood and husband Gene Wood of Fairfax, VA and Thomas A.
Tuttle and wife Colleen A. Tuttle (Sundholm) of Falmouth, MA; six
grandchildren, Ben Kaplan, Stan Kaplan, Justin Wood, James Tuttle, Thyra
Tuttle and Elizabeth Tuttle.

The family will receive friends from 3:00-5:00 PM Saturday, June 16, 2018, at
Pierce Funeral Home, 9609 Center Street, Manassas, VA where a Celebration
of Life service will be held at 5:00 PM with our good friend Rev. Paul Kabo
officiating. Interment will be at the Arlington National Cemetery Columbarium
at a later date. In lieu of flowers donations to the National Spasmodic
Dysphonia Association would be greatly appreciated at www.dysphonia.org.



Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 16. 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

Pierce Funeral Home
9609 Center St.
Manassas, VA 20110
(703) 257-6028
pfh@piercefh.com
https://www.piercefh.com

Celebration of Life

JUN 16. 5:00 PM (ET)

Pierce Funeral Home
9609 Center St.
Manassas, VA 20110
(703) 257-6028
pfh@piercefh.com
https://www.piercefh.com


mailto:pfh@piercefh.com
https://www.piercefh.com/
mailto:pfh@piercefh.com
https://www.piercefh.com/

Tribute Wall

Pierce Funeral Home - June 14, 2018 at 03:55 PM

QBen

Kaplan is this video always going to be here? i’d like to save it

Ben Kaplan - June 17, 2018 at 06:40 PM
Such a beautiful tribute to a wonderful woman. My deepest
condolences.

Amy Neal - June 19, 2018 at 03:45 PM

Incredible memories of a strong loving mother and grandmother.

andrea fitzgerald - July 16, 2018 at 04:26 PM

Joanne was a wonderful friend and neighbor and she will be missed
greatly. She was also a very good friend and knitting club member
with my wife Jodi. THey are knitting together in heaven right now.

Bill Kingsley - June 14, 2018 at 03:50 PM



Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Joanne Maria Tuttle.

June 09, 2018 at 06:27 PM

Your Cul-de-sac friends! purchased the Peaceful
White Lilies Basket for the family of Joanne Maria
Tuttle.

Your Cul-de-sac friends! - June 07, 2018 at 07:18 PM

Among my many fond memories of Joanne were the Tuttle VW
getting us to the hospital for our son ‘s birth and their serving as god
parents. Our travels in Europe, especially Berlin where the two of us
toured the eastern portion on the Russian bus.

As the years moved on we managed to stay in touch because
Joanne sent postcards or letters to let us know where they were.
Later on when | needed jaw surgery from the Doctor she worked for
| experienced her caring attention as | recovered.

We enjoyed her dinners, Christmas tree decorating gatherings,
parties with their friends and neighbors, and inventations to family
milestones, such as Herb’s retirement and Lynn’s wedding.

As I'm now in a nursing home Joanne kept my spirits up with phone
calls, dinners outside the facility, and a card for every holiday.
Joanne will be sorely missed by me and my family as I’'m sure many
others will too.

Shirley and Dave Cosson - June 05, 2018 at 05:50 PM
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le.Lynn
Wood

Thank you shirl. Thar was a very touching tribute. Hope to see you
soon, herbie

Lynn Wood - June 06, 2018 at 10:44 AM

Sounded like a woman that cared with bedside manner which is
missing today in the medical field today especially in Florida.

Bernie Nicholson - June 06, 2018 at 05:28 PM

JOANNE and | went to Rogers High School in Newport, Rl and met up
again when | moved to VA 46 years later. She was a great asset to the
Heritage Hunt community and will be sorely missed. M.J. Brickach

mary jane brickach - June 09, 2018 at 02:11 PM



