Gertrud "Trudy" Maria Van
Balen

July 30, 1927 - January 30, 2022

Gertrud “Trudy” Maria Van Balen (neé Kossinger), passed away peacefully on
January 30, 2022, in Manassas, VA, of natural causes. She was 94.

Born in Heilbronn am Neckar, Germany on July 30, 1927, the only child of
Pauline Walz (1892-1964) and Georg Kdossinger (1887-1974), Trudy survived
a catastrophic bombing raid on Heiloronn on December 4, 1944, when over
6,500 people perished in 30 minutes. As a young woman, she worked as a
photo technician and loved to ski in the Alps. She met her future husband,
William “Bill” Van Balen, while he was stationed in Germany, and they were
married on July 30, 1955 in Valley Forge, PA. They settled in Annandale, VA
so they could be close to Bill’'s work at the Department of Commerce. Trudy
became a naturalized citizen of the United States in 1958. She worked as a
fashion consultant for Jelleff's of Washington, DC, serving many Capitol Hill
socialites and wives of dignitaries before deciding to adopt a daughter and
become a homemaker. Through the years, Germany was always an important
part of her life, and infused the German culture into her family. She never lived
far from a German bakery, and family meals often included dishes from her
homeland. Her heart would light up whenever an overseas phone call came
through, or when a postcard from a cousin arrived in the mail.

A long-standing member of St. Albans Episcopal Church in Annandale, VA,
she became involved with Extension Homemakers, and later was a volunteer
Brownie scout leader and 4-H leader. Weekends were often spent at the
family’s campsite in Oak Grove, VA. Summers always included time at the



Outer Banks, taking long walks along the beach and collecting seashells. She
loved to attend various music and theatre performances, enjoyed traveling,
dancing, gardening, and was an avid reader, until she lost most of her vision
in her later years. She was a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother. Despite
numerous ailments, her fortitude carried her along.

Trudy is preceded in death by her parents, Pauline and Georg Kossinger of
Heilbronn, Germany, and many beloved cousins. She is survived by her
husband of 66 years, William Van Balen, daughter Christina (Thomas)
Harrigan, and grandchildren Megan and Sean Harrigan. Cousins Kurt Walz,
Klaus Hellstern, Christine Walz, Hildegard Stang, Tilly Vogt, Hugo Walz, and
numerous other family members in Europe remember her with love.

Services followed by a reception will be held beginning at 11:00am on
Saturday, February 19, 2022 at St. Albans Episcopal Church, 6800 Columbia
Pike, Annandale, VA 22003. Private Interment will be at St. Albans Church
Memorial Garden, at a future date.

Flowers can be sent to St. Albans Episcopal Church, 6800 Columbia Pike,
Annandale, VA 22003. Donations can be made in memory of Trudy Van Balen
to St. Albans Episcopal Church Memorial Fund, or to the Prince William
County 4-H Association, 8033 Ashton Ave, Suite 105, Manassas, VA 20109.
Contact https://flowersnferns.com/ for help with flower arrangements. The
website for the church is https://weaarestalbans.org/



Previous Events

Funeral Service

FEB 19. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. Albans Episcopal Church
6800 Columbia Pike
Annandale, VA 22003



Tribute Wall

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Gertrud "Trudy" Maria Van Balen.

February 15, 2022 at 04:14 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Gertrud "Trudy" Maria Van Balen.

February 14, 2022 at 12:17 AM

".... Wonderfully protected by good powers, we confidently await
whatever may come. God is with us in the evening and in the

morning and certainly on every new day..."

God bless you.
Rest in peace dear Trudy

Christina + Thomas

Christine Walz - February 11, 2022 at 01:56 PM


https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Christina Harrigan - February 10, 2022 at 10:03 AM

In Liebe Klaus mit Tine und Eva purchased the P
eace Eternal Wreath for the family of Gertrud ';f
"Trudy" Maria Van Balen.

In Liebe Klaus mit Tine und Eva - February 10, 2022 at 06:46
AM

| knew Mrs.Van Balen, as she was my mother’s best friend for
decades. | remember our families spending lots of time together
over the years. | particularly remember all of us traveling to
Hagerstown, Maryland, for the German Oktoberfest's. We would all
dress in our dirndls and lederhosen, and spend hours dancing,
eating and enjoying each other’s company. Unfortunately, my
parents moved to Florida and their relationship with the Van Balens
slowly withered away. My parents have since passed away. | truly
hope that Trudy is reunited with them, so they can catch up on the
time that was lost, and continue celebrating those fantastic, fun
Oktoberfest’s! My thoughts and prayers go out to Mr. Van Balen,
Tlna, and her family, during this difficult time.

Love,
Heidemarie McDowell

Heidemarie McDowell - February 09, 2022 at 05:53 PM


https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1457&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1457&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1457&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

