
Captain Emile Earl Nordan
February 28, 1928 - April 1, 2021

Earl Nordan was born February 28, 1928 in Alabama to Lula and Eslie
Nordan. He dropped out of High School two years before graduating and
began working at a Defense Plant in Mt. Vernon AL making cots for the army.
In the summer of 1944 he enlisted in the Merchant Marines and was sent to
Basic Training School in St. Petersburg FL. He learned that the Merchant
marines were in short supply of Radio Operators and took tests qualifying to
learn how to operate shipboard radio transmitters and receivers and also how
to copy Morse code. He was doing so well that he was sent to the Radio
School in Boston, graduating in 1945 with a Temporary Limited Radio
Operators License and reported a Liberty ship moored in NYC. His ship the
Alderich transported cargo to Belgium, returning to Baltimore and then
heading to Holland and back to NYC. The ship was under radio silence so
Earl was able to practice his new found talent. Several of Earl’s shipmates
were graduates of Kings Point Merchant Marine Academy and advised Earl to
return to Mt. Vernon AL and get his graduate degree from high school and
then apply to the academy. 

 

In 1945 he returned to school and convinced the principal he could complete
his studies in just one year, which he did and then applied to Kings Point.
Following satisfactory completion of written tests and interviews by a Cadet
Midshipman Selection Committee in Mobile AL., he was approved to
admission to begin Cadet Basic School in Pass Christion MS to commence



training. 
 

On the 21st of June 1950 he graduated from the US Merchant Marine
Academy Kings Point NY with a third mate’s license issued by the Coast
Guard. This was before the Korean War and positions with the guard were few
and far between so Earl joined the Navy as an ensign. 

 

He reported for duty Aug. 1950 aboard his first Navy ship, the USS Thomas
Jefferson a Dependents Transport passing through Okinawa in route to San
Diego, many of the trips they took were to transport troops to assault landings
in Inchon and Iwon Korea. In Sept. of ’52 he applied and was granted entry
into the Submarine Service and in ‘53 graduated Basic Submarine Officer’s
school. 

 

A quick look at his Naval Career: 
 07-53 to 6-55 USS Segundo (SS398), 07-55 to 12-56 Staff COMSUBDIV 32,

1-57 to 10-57 PG School Monterey CA, 11-57 to 4-59 Staff COMNINE, 5-59 to
11-59 USS SEA Fox (SS 402), 12-59 to 3-61 USS Redfish (SS 395), 4-61 to
6-61 Guided Missile School Dam Neck, 7-61 to 10-62 USS Patrick Henry
(SSBN 599), 11-62 to 12-64 USS Picuda (SS 382), 1-65 to 6-67 Guided
Missile School Dam Neck, 7-67 to 7-69 COMSUBRON 14 Holy Lock, 8-69 to
12-69 COMSUBRON 82 New London, 1-70 to 7-72 PG School Monterey CA,
8-72- to 7-77 Bureau of Naval Personnel, 8-77 to 7-79 Navy 
Material Command. 

 

During his 30 year career in the Navy he was awarded the Legion of Merit, the
Navy Commendation Medal and numerous Campaign and Service Medals.
On August 1st 1979 he retired at the rank of Captain USN. 

 

After retirement he joined TECHPLAN Corporation located in Crystal City VA.
During the period of 1979 to 1986 he managed a large group of people



involved in the design, development, programming and implementation of
computer based Information Systems for Navy clients. He retired in Oct. of ’86
and he and his wife Joyce, move to Daytona Beach Fl to begin a leisurely life
of golf and travel. 

 

Earl’s first marriage in June of ’53 to Sandy Workman produced one daughter
Nanette , Sandy passed away in Oct. of ’81. He later met Joyce and they
married in Washington DC in Apr. of ’85, he inherited four more step children,
Katherine, Karen, James and Bill. He was blessed with two grandchildren,
Nicko and Becky, and three step grandkids, Rutger, Rachel and Laura, he
also has 1 great grandchild. Joyce passed away in Nov. ’02. 

Earl had brain tumor surgery, which was benign but did affect his golf game.
But, for the most part, he was very fortunate to have great health until his final
years. Earl has been blessed to share his later years with good friend and
companion Marilyn Merrill. Earl has also been blessed along the way with
many lifelong friends and colleagues, especially those from Kings Point. His
neighbors in Heritage Hunt, are amazing and in the last years Randy and
Dennis have gone above and beyond to lend a helping hand to Earl. Earl was
93 years young and we who knew him can attest to the fact that he enjoyed a
rich and rewarding life.



Previous Events

Viewing

APR 8. 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Pierce Funeral Home
9609 Center St.
Manassas, VA 20110
(703) 257-6028
pfh@piercefh.com
https://www.piercefh.com

funeral

NOV 9. 9:00 AM (ET)

Old Post Chapel on Fort Myer

Burial

NOV 9 (ET)

Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, VA 22211
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/

mailto:pfh@piercefh.com
https://www.piercefh.com/
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/


Tribute Wall

David Kent - May 14, 2021 at 04:53 PM

I came aboard the USS Picuda SS-382, in July 1962, fresh out of
Basic Submarine Training at New London, Connecticut as an ICFN
(E3). A few weeks later we were away on a UNITAS-3 good will tour
of South America that was interrupted by a call to blockade Cuba in
October. Lieutenant Commander Nordan came aboard as Captain
in November and I was proud to receive my qualification Dolphins
from him on 20 April 1963. I remember him as a good leader. Rest
In Peace. 
David Kent IC1 (SS) (DV) 382-340-602 G/B
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larry wheeler - April 07, 2021 at 04:29 PM

In April 2006, I met Earl as my golf cart partner for the Heritage
Hunt Tuesday Men's Golf. It was the first time I played at Heritage
Hunt. We were assigned to Hole number 14, probably the farthest
from the club house as it turned out. I was driving the cart and
asked Earl to give me directions to the hole. We had already
determined that Earl was a navigation expert in submarines and I
was a Navy Supply Officer so we were getting along great telling
"war" stories. I soon discovered that Earl had no idea where to go to
get to the assigned hole and I said Earl, where are we? He said
something like I have no idea where I am unless I'm looking through
a periscope. We played golf together until he couldn't play any
more. He was a super putter and almost always won the few dollars
that we bet during out times together. Earl supplied golf balls for me
some of which I still have. His house on the first fairway was ideally
located for errant golf balls. Earl, may you have fair winds and
following seas! 

  
Larry Wheeler

Marilyn Merrill and Tamera Merrill - April 05, 2021 at 09:08 AM

Marilyn Merrill and Tamera Merrill purchased the
Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of Captain
Emile Earl Nordan.

https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Alisca Hooper - April 04, 2021 at 11:43 AM

I was so sad to hear of Earls passing today. He was such a sweet
man. My grandparents, him and Marrylyn would have weekend
dinners and he was a joy to be around. I enjoyed reading all his
stories of his life. Hugs and prayers to his family.


