
Elma Sowl Haft
December 4, 1928 - November 6, 2017

Elma Sowl Haft, age 88, of Manassas, Virginia passed away Monday,
November 6, 2017 at the Novant Health Prince William Medical Center. 

 

Elma was born on December 4, 1928 in Shelby, New York the daughter of the
late Roland and Edna (Birch) Sowl. She grew up in the town of Medina NY
and graduated from Medina High School in 1946. 

Elma met the love of her life in 1950 through a connection with Harry’s cousin
in Rochester NY. After a long-distance courtship, Elma and Harry were
married in May of 1951. 

In June of 1953 Elma and Harry had their first child, a son, Bruce. Another two
years later, August of 1955, they had their second son, Craig. They moved to
their new home in Whippany, NJ. Two years later, their family continued to
grow, they had their third son, Dale, October 1957. Then November 1959 they
had their fourth son, Eric. 

Elma and Harry had many friends in Whippany through connections at school,
church and the local neighborhoods. The Haft family also hosted a couple of
international exchange students, one of which has become our Ecuadorian
brother, Julio Ramirez. Julio remains active in our family activities to this day,
flying in to visit periodically. 



In the early 1980’s, Harry and Elma were transferred to N Little Rock, AR with
Harry’s work. While residing in Arkansas, Harry and Elma enjoyed Square
Dancing and they met many wonderful friends both in Square Dancing and
through their Church. In 1995 they moved to Richmond, VA to be closer to
their family, they had a new home built and became active in their new
community. In 2003 they decided to move closer to their family, and moved
into the Oaks of Wellington in Manassas, VA. While residing at “The Oaks”,
Harry and Elma continued to enjoy visiting with family, friends and new
neighbors. 

Over the years Harry and Elma loved to travel, they have traveled extensively
in all 50 of the United States, Europe, Australia, South America, and to
Ecuador to visit Julio and his family. 
Harry and Elma’s four sons are spread out across the country, Bruce and his
wife Terri, reside in Glendale, CA, Craig and his wife Maggie, reside in Fairfax,
VA, Dale and his wife Mary Alice reside in Kensington, MD, Eric and his wife
reside in Factoryville, PA. 
Julio Ramirez, married and continues to live in Ecuador, and named their
daughter, Elmita after Elma Haft. 

Elma leaves a legacy of love, organization, and friendship that will continue to
reach the next generations through their children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Harry H. Haft. 
 

Survivors include her children, Bruce J. Haft and wife Terri of Glendale, CA,
Craig L. Haft and wife Maggie of Fairfax, VA, Dale S. Haft and wife Mary Alice
of Kensington, MD, Eric B. Haft and wife Candice of Factoryville, PA; eight
grandchildren, three step grandchildren and nine great grandchildren. 



Funeral services will be held at 10:30 AM Friday, November 17, 2017 at Grace
United Methodist Church, 9750 Wellington Rd, Manassas, VA. Interment will
follow at Quantico National Cemetery. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to a charity of your
choice.



Cemetery Details

Quantico National Cemetery

18424 Joplin Road
Triangle, VA

Previous Events

Service

NOV 17. 10:30 AM (ET)

Grace United Methodist Church
9750 Wellington Rd
Manassas, VA 20110
(703) 361-7800
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William Sowl - July 13, 2019 at 04:03 PM

I just came upon this post. My condolences go out to all her children
and extended family. Elma was my cousin. I only actually only meet
Harry once and Elma twice. Her father Roland was my uncle. I did
meet Roland & his wife Edna many times in Medina and here in
Orlando. FL.. I have fond memories of them all. I had been emailing
Elma at her prior email addresses not knowing she had already
pasted. We had periodically emailed each other over twenty years
and I always loved to hear about her family and found her family
advice to me to be very helpful. She was a great person.

Robin Abbott - December 29, 2017 at 10:00 AM

My condolences go out to all of you. Elma was the best all around
woman! My parents, Marj and Bob Kelly, enjoyed so many
wonderful times with Elma and Harry when they were neighbors in
North Little Rock. Elma was very generous with us as well, knitting
little sweaters for my sons and giving them gifts on the holidays. Our
parents enjoyed their travels together as well. Mom has
Alzheimer's, but still has memories of Elma and what a wonderful
friend and neighbor she was. We will always remember Elma and
Harry! 

 Robin (Kelly) Abbott 
 North Little Rock, Arkansas
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The Greene's - November 16, 2017 at 07:39 AM

Please accept my family's heartfelt condolences on the loss of your
dear loved one. May you find comfort and peace in the fond
memories of them, and The Almighty God's promise to restore
those asleep in death, to perfect life on a paradise Earth, as written
in The Bible for our comfort.

November 13, 2017 at 03:39 PM

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for
the family of Elma Sowl Haft.

November 08, 2017 at 04:45 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Elma Sowl Haft.

https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

