Ann Marie Brien

December 7, 1935 - August 21, 2017

Ann Marie Plunkett Brien passed from this world Monday, August 21, 2017 at
12:30 AM at the age of 81. Born in Rathgar, Dublin on December 7, 1935 to
Patrick and Sarah Plunkett, Ann was the fourth of seven children and
educated at the Loretto schools in Dublin. In August of 1958 she followed her
fiance, Hugh James Brien to Long Island, New York where they were married
in February of 1959 at the Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Manhattan.

She was a faithful and loving wife and mother of five children, Sally Holper
(Dan), Susan Campbell, Una Geary (Pat), Hugh, and Deirdre Pennefather
(Richard).

Her husband Hugh's job in the U.S. Border Patrol took them to Texas where
she gave birth to her first three children. In 1966, the family relocated to
Woodridge, lllinois a suburb of Chicago. The two youngest Briens were born
there. In 1972 the family moved to Manassas, Virginia, their final residence,
and became active members of the community.

Ann was a devout Roman Catholic and an active member of All Saints
Catholic Church where she served with the St. Vincent de Paul Society, as a
Eucharistic minister to the sick and dying, and as a catechist. She had a
vibrant presence at the Caton Merchant House, a local nursing home, and
was a beacon of light for the elderly residents.



As a dedicated housewife and homemaker, Ann spent much of her time
cooking and caring for both her children and later her twenty-four grand-
children. Upon entering her house, a guest was given the utmost attention and
invited to have a cup of hot Irish tea and good chat. She was the queen of her
home and the paragon of hospitality. She also taught her children and
grandchildren the importance of prayer and good works, charity being the
primary virtue which she demonstrated during her lifetime. Her fierce and
nurturing love for her children and for the Lord led her to be the bond that held
the Brien family together.

The tables turned in the summer of 2011 when she became suddenly
disabled, and her husband and children became her chief caregivers—an
opportunity for her family to give back to her a fragment of what she had given
to them for so many years. Even in the years after her stroke, Ann possessed
an unwavering air of dignity and a steadfast faith.

She will always be remembered for her firm will and her charming aura,
attending always to the often forgotten details, and a great advocate for those
lonely and forgotten. Ann will live on in our memories and prayers and may
she rest in eternal peace. Eternal rest grant unto them Oh Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them! Amen.

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to Divine Mercy Care in Fairfax,
Virginia or Seton School, Manassas Virginia.

Visitation at Pierce Funeral Home, Manassas, VA, August 24 from 2:00 to
5:00 PM and 6:00 to 9:00 PM. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at All
Saints Catholic Church, Manassas, VA at 12 noon. Private interment to follow.



Cemetery Details

Manassas City Cemetery

9317 Center Street

Manassas, VA 20110

(703) 257-8372
http://www.manassascity.org/181/Cemeteries
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9609 Center St.
Manassas, VA 20110
(703) 257-6028
pfh@piercefh.com
https://www.piercefh.com

Visitation

AUG 24. 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM (ET)

Pierce Funeral Home
9609 Center St.
Manassas, VA 20110
(703) 257-6028
pfh@piercefh.com
https://www.piercefh.com
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Tribute Wall

Hugh and Family, We were so sorry to learn today of Ann's passing.
She was such a welcoming presence when our son was at Seton.
She always had a smile for me whenever | saw her, even after her
stroke. We know you all will miss her joyful presence in your daily
lives. Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers. May Our
Lady wrap you in the mantle of her love, and guide you all to peace.
Tim & Susie Zich

Susie Tim Zich - August 25, 2017 at 06:34 PM

What a lovely tribute to a lovely woman.

My heatrtfelt condolences to the Brien family. You are in my thoughts
and prayers during this very sad and difficult time. | wish for all of
you whatever it is that brings you peace and comfort.

Dale (Potts) Jepson - August 24, 2017 at 05:41 AM

Beauitiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Ann Marie Brien.

August 23, 2017 at 11:24 AM

| had the pleasure and the honor of being her neighbor for 20 years.
She was always so nice to our family and all the other neighbors.
Her family & friends has lost a great woman but gained a wonderful
Guardian Angel. Praying for all of her family.

Logan Lee - August 23, 2017 at 09:24 AM


https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.piercefh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Our deepest sympathy to the Brien family.
Maury & Vera Gerson

Maury & Vera Gerson - August 23, 2017 at 08:55 AM

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Kelly Connelly - August 22, 2017 at 08:34 PM

A family filled with smarts, love, faith and good laughs! We'll miss you
taking the lead, Ann.

Kelly Connelly - August 22, 2017 at 08:36 PM

What a privilege it has been to have known Ann for more than forty
years. | treasured her friendship and that of her family and was

often the recipient of her wonderful hospitality. | will miss you dearly,
Ann, but am glad that you are at peace and safe in the arms of Our

Lord.

Paul and | send our heartfelt sympathy to all the Brien family. We
Share your grief but also assure you of our continued prayers for
Ann and all of you.

Johanna Schuller - August 22, 2017 at 03:22 PM



Hugh and family,

Anna Marie and | are deeply saddened by the passing of your beautiful
and loving wife, Mom and grandmother. God bless you and your family
forever and a day. Jim and Anna Marie Conroy

Jim and Anna Marie Conroy - August 25, 2017 at 09:25 AM



